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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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1. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the combination of Yamashita et al . and 
European Patent Publication 277509. The rationale of this 
rejection is set forth in paragraph 5 of the first Office action 
filed December 13, 2004. Instant claim 13 now requires the 
aromatic compounds to be in the silver halide material prior to 
processing instead of contacting the silver halide material with 
the aromatic compound as in original claim 13. Yamashita et al . 
disclose silver halide materials containing both silver halide 
sensitized with multiple layers of sensitizing dyes and the 
aromatic stain preventing compounds of the European patent 
publication. 

2. Claims 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 () as 
anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
obvious over European Patent Publication 277509. The European 
patent publication (see particularly page 4, lines 25-55; pages 
8-13) discloses residual color stain reducing agents including 
compounds with two aromatic rings joined by linkages containing 
double bonds. Stain reducing compound I I 1-21 of the European 
patent publication contains two aromatic groups joined by 
linkages with double bonds and carboxy substituent as required in 
new claim 15. Compound 111-40 has 6 aromatic rings as required 
by new claim 16. If the European patent publication does not 
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anticipate claims 15 and 16, then it would at least be obvious to 
one skilled in the art to use specifically disclosed compounds 
II 1-21 or 40 as the called for color stain reducing agents in 
the European patent publication. 

3. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the combination of Parton et al . and Morgati et 
al. for the same reasons as set forth in paragraph 6 of the first 
Office action. Parton et al. discloses silver halide elements 
sensitized with multiple layers of sensitizing dyes and residual 
color reducing compounds in their silver halide emulsions prior 
to processing including the compounds of Morigati et al . 
incorporated by reference. 

4. Claims 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
obvious over Morigati et al. Morigati et al . (see particularly 
column 3, line 4 - column 4, line 15; column 41, lines 38-50) 
disclose silver halide photographic materials with stain reducing 
agents including two aromatic rings joined by groups with double 
bonds. In regard to new claim 15, stain reducing compound I II -63 
contains a carboxy substituent. In regard to new claim 16, 
compounds I II -40 and 58 have 5 aromatic rings. 

5. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yamashita et al. or Parton et al. both in view 
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of Vargas et al. and Merkel et al. for the same reasons as set 
forth in paragraph 9 of the first Office action. Using the 
anti-stain reducing agents of Merkel et al. or Vargas et al . in 
the multiple layer dye sensitized elements of Yamashita et al. or 
Parton et al . or using the multiple dye sensitizing techniques of 
Yamashita et al. or Parton et al . in the dye sensitized elements 
of Vargas et al . or Merkel et al. fully meets the requirements of 
instant claim 13 of unprocessed silver halide materials with 
stain reducing agents and multiple layer dye sensitized silver 
halide grains. 

6. Claims 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
obvious over Ikegawa et al . or Singer et al . Ikegawa et al . (see 
particularly column 1, lines 45-65; column 23, lines 25-62) 
disclose silver halide materials with residual sensitizing dye 
reducing compounds containing two aromatic groups joined with a 
group containing double bonds. Compounds 3, 6, 8-10, 14 and 18 
contain sulfo substituents as required by instant claim 15. 
Compounds 5, 6, 9, 14, 15 and 18 have 5 aromatic rings as 
required by instant claim 16. Singer (see particularly column 2, 
lines 24-50) disclose silver halide materials with residual color 
reducing color developing agent scavengers comprising aromatic 
rings joined together by groups containing double bonds. 
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Compound S-ll is substituted by sulfo as required by new claim 
15. Compounds S-5 and 10 have 5 aromatic groups as required by 
new claim 16. If Ikegawa et al . or Singer et al. do not 
anticipate the instant claims, then it would at least be obvious 
to one skilled in the art to use the compounds with sulfo groups 
or 5 aromatic rings as the called for residual sensitizing dye 
reducing compounds of Ikegawa et al. and to use compounds S-5, 10 
or 11 of Singer et al . as the called for color reducing 
scavengers of Singer et al. 

7. Gibson et al . (column 3, lines 10-55; compounds 1-23, 
24, 28, 32, 37, 38) is cited of interest in the art as disclosing 
compounds that reduce unwanted color having two aromatic groups 
joined by groups with double bonds and having 5 or more aromatic 
rings . 

8. Applicants' amendment necessitated the new grounds of 
rejection. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL . See M.P.E.P. 
§ 706.07(a). Applicants are reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a). The practice of 
automatically extending the shortened statutory period an 
additional month upon the filing of a timely first response to a 
final rejection has been discontinued by the Office. See 1021 
TMOG 35. 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE TO THIS FINAL 
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ACTION IS SET TO EXPIRE THREE MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THIS 
ACTION. IN THE EVENT A FIRST RESPONSE IS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS 
OF THE MAILING DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION AND THE ADVISORY ACTION 
IS NOT MAILED UNTIL AFTER THE END OF THE THREE -MONTH SHORTENED 
STATUTORY PERIOD, THEN THE SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD WILL EXPIRE 
ON THE DATE THE ADVISORY ACTION IS MAILED, AND ANY EXTENSION FEE 
PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a) WILL BE CALCULATED FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THE ADVISORY ACTION. IN NO EVENT WILL THE 
STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE EXPIRE LATER THAN SIX MONTHS FROM 
THE DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be 
directed to Mr. Schilling at telephone number (571) 272-1335. 

RLSchilling: cdc 
May 24, 2005 



RICHARD L SCHILLING 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
GROUP 1469- O 



